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“She	kept	mirrors	in	every	room	of	her	house,	her	patio	included,	as	if	she	needed	constant	reassurance	of	her	very	existence.”A	painting	known	today	by	the	descriptive	title	Two	Nudes	in	the	Jungle	(1939;	originally	titled	The	Earth	Herself)	is	usually	interpreted,	like	the	contemporaneous	Two	Fridas,	as	a	double	self-portrait.	There	is	something
undeniably	disturbed	about	the	way	she	conflated	these	men	in	the	space	of	a	few	sparse	lines—as	if	on	an	unconscious	level	they	were	all	interchangeable.Kaleidoscopic,	dissociative,	and	fractured,	the	writing	and	drawings—floating	networks	of	penises,	faces,	ears,	mystical	symbols,	and	anthropomorphic	beasts—may	be	“automatic”	in	the	Surrealist
sense,	and	sometimes	even	funny,	but	they	are	hardly	intellectually	calculated	avant-garde	exercises.	There	an	orthopedic	specialist	named	Dr.	Philip	Wilson	performed	a	spinal	fusion	using	a	metal	plate	and	a	bone	graft	sliced	from	her	pelvis.	Their	affair	began	after	she	showed	up	one	day	while	he	was	frescoing	Mexico	City’s	Ministry	of	Education
building.	Surgery	always	gave	her	a	strange	high—she	gleefully	soaked	up	the	ministrations	of	doctors,	nurses,	and	visitors	(in	bed	she	entertained	guests	like	a	hostess	at	a	party).	Painted	for	Dolores	Del	Rio	around	the	time	of	Frida’s	divorce,	it	may	in	fact	be	a	slightly	veiled	sapphic	image	of	Kahlo	with	the	screen	goddess.	The	word	ICELTI,
Nahuatl	for	“alone”—untranslated	in	the	Abrams	notations—blazes	in	large	red	letters	amid	the	disembodied	heads	and	eyes	of	one	page.	It	is	possible	to	read	through	the	letter’s	doubly	crossed-out	line	“We	were	together	.	With	his	brushy	hair	and	drooping	mustache,	he	resembles,	Grimberg	observes	in	his	unpublished	manuscript,	the	posthumous



image	she	had	made	in	1951	of	her	father.All	signs	point	to	the	fact	that	Kahlo’s	death	on	July	13,	1954,	was	a	suicide	by	overdose.	Far	from	being	a	naïf,	Kahlo	was	extremely	sophisticated	about	language,	art	history,	and	culture.)	She	added	the	Spanish	suffix	villa,	Grimberg	says,	because	when	people	heard	her	secret	lover	call	Kahlo	by	her
nickname,	Frida	and	he	would	pretend	it	was	short	for	maravilla,	the	Spanish	word	for	“marvel.”	Similarly,	the	word	árbol,	or	“tree,”	clearly	discernible	beneath	“mara	villa,”	is	a	reference	to	the	Mexican	song	“Tree	of	Hope	Stand	Firm”	(also	the	title	of	one	of	her	paintings),	which	the	Spaniard	had	taught	Frida	to	help	her	overcome	her	despair.	.”
When	Grimberg	asked	Lamba	if	she	and	Frida	had	been	close,	she	replied,	“Very	close,	intimate.”	Grimberg	feels	that	Kahlo’s	painting	The	Bride	Frightened	at	Seeing	Life	Opened	is	a	tribute	to	Lamba,	who	had	confided	in	Kahlo	the	trauma	of	her	wedding	night.	(The	Abrams	book	mistakenly	assumes	this	uncharacteristically	orderly	entry	was
written	by	Frida.)	Similarly,	a	feverishly	carnal	message	(“I	pressed	you	against	my	breast	and	the	prodigy	of	your	form	penetrated	all	my	blood	.	Her	last	written	words	include	a	long	list	of	doctors	and	companions	whom	she	thanks,	and	then	the	lines	“I	hope	the	leaving	is	joyful—and	I	hope	never	to	return—FRIDA.”	The	diary’s	last	self-portrait
shows	a	green	face,	which	looks	like	an	amalgam	of	her	features	with	those	of	Diego,	under	which	Kahlo	inscribed	“ENVIOUS	ONE.”	And	the	book’s	last	image	is	a	bleak	and	transcendental	study	of	a	dark	winged	being—the	Angel	of	Death.Through	a	doctor	friend,	Rivera	obtained	a	death	certificate	that	listed	the	cause	as	“pulmonary	embolism,”	but
Kahlo’s	body	was	cremated	before	an	autopsy	could	be	performed.	Which	is	not	to	deny	Frida	the	essential	tragedy	and	heroism	of	her	life.	Frida	found	Breton	insufferable,	but	she	had	discovered	a	soul	mate	in	his	wife,	painter	Jacqueline	Lamba.	According	to	most	Frida	literature,	the	artist’s	series	of	vengeful	extramarital	affairs	also	date	from	the
Cristina	crisis.	The	collage	in	question	is	the	frontispiece	of	Kahlo’s	diary.	The	painting	brings	to	mind	a	salacious	confession	Kahlo	made	to	Campos—that	she	was	“attracted	to	dark	nipples	but	repelled	by	pink	nipples	in	a	woman.”Never	good,	Frida’s	health—physical	and	otherwise—worsened	after	the	divorce.	She	confided	to	one	of	her	friends,
“He’s	the	only	reason	why	I’m	alive.”	This	confidante	says	that	the	Spaniard	was	the	love	of	Frida’s	life.	From	cover	to	cover,	the	signals	given	off	by	the	diary	have	been	misunderstood,	misinterpreted,	or	disregarded—as	if	“the	Ancient	Concealer”	has	posthumously	been	covering	people’s	eyes	with	her	heavily	beringed	fingers.Frida’s	Spanish	flame
remembers	next	seeing	Kahlo	with	the	diary	in	New	York,	at	the	hospital.	They	demonstrate,	Grimberg	feels,	the	kind	of	chaos	unleashed	in	Kahlo’s	psyche	when	she	was	left	in	the	one	state	she	could	not	bear—solitude.	When	the	incisions	became	abscessed,	the	surgeons	had	to	operate	again.	Once	detected,	these	dalliances,	such	as	her	mid-1930s
fling	with	the	dapper	Japanese-American	sculptor	Isamu	Noguchi,	usually	ended.	Frida’s	friend	Lucienne	Bloch	remembers	that	Frida	was	“very	irritated	by	the	famous	O’Keeffe”	when	she	met	her	in	1933—a	reaction	probably	provoked	by	competitive	feelings.	waves	in	your	hands,	matter	in	my	eyes	.	In	fact,	a	preposterous	story	has	even	sprung	up
around	this	misreading	and	clung	to	it	tenaciously—that	the	book	had	once	belonged	to	John	Keats.	As	irresistible	as	he	was	ugly,	Rivera	was	described	by	Frida	as	“a	boy	frog	standing	on	his	hind	legs”—women	flung	themselves	at	him.	An	unpublished	incantatory	poem	Frida	addressed	to	Diego,	which	her	reputed	late-in-life	lesbian	lover	Teresa
Proenza	gave	him	a	few	months	before	he	died,	bears	witness	to	the	kind	of	raw,	perverse	emotional	ties	that	bound	her	to	her	husband:	“Diego	in	my	urine—	/	Diego	in	my	mouth	/	—in	my	heart,	in	my	madness,	in	my	sleep	.	“Even	in	her	self-portraits	she	is	usually	accompanied—by	her	parrots,	monkeys,	dogs,	or	a	doll,”	he	says.	On	the	opening	page
of	the	diary,	Frida	scrawled,	“Painted	from	1916,”	an	inscription	that	has	mystified	scholars,	but	that	Grimberg	feels	is	merely	a	slip	for	1946.	The	first	of	these,	“	.	And	though	her	pelvis	had	been	damaged	by	both	polio	and	the	accident,	there	still	remains	the	question	of	why	she	never	considered	a	cesarean	delivery.	Though	Frida	professed	to	feel
alone	and	miserable	in	France,	this	“beautiful	human	magnet”	(as	a	friend	called	her),	decked	in	ethnic	fiestawear,	mesmerized	Picasso,	Duchamp,	Kandinsky,	and	Schiaparelli	(who	paid	homage	by	designing	a	“robe	Mme.	(The	faintly	marked	b	is	left	out	of	the	Abrams	transcription	of	that	page.)	Frida’s	plaintive	invocation	of	her	husband	is	obvious.
She	picked	his	crumpled	drawings	out	of	the	trash,	and	asked	him	to	inscribe	in	her	diary	his	recipe	for	tempera,”	an	ancient,	egg-based	artist’s	medium.	The	Kahlo-Rivera	duet	was,	a	friend	says,	“heightened	torture	and	heroism.”After	Kahlo’s	successful	New	York	exhibition	at	the	Julien	Levy	Gallery	in	1938,	Rivera—eager	for	some	distance	from	his
overbearing	wife—urged	her	to	travel	to	Paris,	where	the	Surrealist	poet	André	Breton	had	promised	to	organize	a	show.	The	Israeli	art	historian	Gannit	Ankori	has	detected	that	a	cryptic	drawing	labeled	“ghosts”	has	its	source	in	an	illustration	of	Jews	(a	few	are	weeping	females	with	long	black	hair)	being	humiliated	by	Spanish	soldiers	that	Kahlo
lifted	from	a	book	about	the	Inquisition	in	her	Coyoacán	library.	“He	is	so	marvelous	this	doctor,	and	my	body	is	so	full	of	vitality,”	she	wrote	to	her	childhood	sweetheart	Alejandro	Gómez	Arias,	in	a	letter	illustrated	with	diagrams	of	the	cuts	Dr.	Wilson	had	made	into	her	back	and	pelvis.	your	words	which	/	will	make	me	grow	and	/	will	enrich	me	/
DIEGO	I’m	alone.”	The	song	and	painting	title	“Tree	of	Hope,”	of	course,	evokes	the	Spanish	lover—but	so	does	the	lowercase	b,	the	first	initial	of	one	of	his	names.	The	memory	of	the	initials	is	also	accurate—and	shows	up	the	persistent	blindness	of	most	readers	of	the	diary,	who	have,	despite	its	crossbar,	routinely	mistaken	the	monogrammed	F	on
the	cover	for	a	J.	Frida’s	boyfriend	told	Hayden	Herrera,	“The	bus	.	In	1925,	Frida,	now	apprenticing	(and	sleeping)	with	an	artist	friend	of	her	father’s,	was	riding	in	a	wooden	bus	with	her	steady	boyfriend,	Alejandro	Gómez	Arias,	when	an	electric	trolley	car	crashed	into	it.	When	they	were	both	in	Mexico,	the	couple	trysted	at	the	house	of	Kahlo’s
sister	Cristina,	and	corresponded	by	means	of	a	post-office	box	in	Coyoacán.	But	Frida	habitually	neutralized	rivals	(usually	Diego’s	mistresses)	with	a	disarming	camaraderie,	which	in	this	instance	may	have	flowered	into	a	physical	relationship.	The	fairer,	recumbent	nude,	with	her	sloe-eyed,	oval	face,	bears	an	undeniable,	if	somewhat	stylized,
resemblance	to	photos	of	Del	Rio	from	the	period.	(When	her	teeth	rotted	she	had	two	sets	of	dentures	made,	one	in	gold	and	a	more	festive	pair	studded	with	diamonds.)	By	1940	not	only	was	she	racked	with	agonizing	pain	in	her	spine,	she	was	also	suffering	from	infected	kidneys,	a	trophic	ulcer	on	her	right	foot,	where	some	gangrenous	toes	had
already	been	amputated	in	1934,	and	recurrent	fungus	infections	on	her	right	hand.Rivera,	who	had	fled	to	San	Francisco	to	avoid	embroilment	in	the	Trotsky-assassination-attempt	fiasco	(he	was	briefly	under	suspicion),	was	disturbed	to	learn	of	Kahlo’s	debilitated	condition	and	her	two-day	imprisonment	for	questioning	after	the	Communist	leader’s
eventual	murder.	In	1929	they	married,	launching	an	obsessive,	earthy,	and	doomed	union	that	turned	them	into	the	Liz	and	Dick	of	the	international	art	world.	They	don’t	try	to	make	society	better;	they	try	to	commit	the	perfect	murder.”	Art	dealer	Mary-Anne	Martin	has	in	her	possession	an	unpublished	letter	Kahlo	sent	to	a	friend	in	Detroit,	dated
“New	York:	April	11,	1933,”	which	contains	a	revealing	passage,	sandwiched	between	jaunty	gossip	about	mutual	acquaintances:	“O’Keeffe	was	in	the	hospital	for	three	months,	she	went	to	Bermuda	for	a	rest.	In	the	Campos	interview	Frida	states	that	she	painted	a	portrait	of	Del	Rio,	yet	in	the	actress’s	estate	only	two	Kahlo	pictures	turned	up:	Girl
with	Death	Mask	(1938)	and	Two	Nudes.	“Voyage”	refers	to	a	trip	her	errant	lover	took,	the	one	that	occasioned	the	postcard.	Certainly	her	pain,	her	tears,	her	misery,	her	talent	were	authentic—but	so	was	her	need	to	exploit	them.	“Diego	was	her	organizing	principle,	the	axis	around	which	she	spun,”	Grimberg	says,	pointing	out	another	mantra-like
diary	entry:	“Diego	=	my	husband	/	Diego	=	my	friend	/	Diego	=	my	mother	/	Diego	=	my	father	/	Diego	=	my	son	/	Diego	=	me	/	Diego	=	Universe.”The	psychiatrist	continues:	“Anything,	no	matter	how	banal,	that	emanated	from	the	great	Rivera	was	sacred	to	her.	Her	right	leg,	the	one	deformed	by	polio,	was	shattered,	fractured	in	11	places,	and
her	right	foot	was	dislocated	and	crushed.	She	no	longer	even	wanted	to	hear	me	tell	her	of	my	love	affairs.	“If,	after	her	polio,	Frida	ever	had	the	chance	to	separate	the	idea	of	love	from	the	experience	of	pain,	the	accident	destroyed	that	chance,”	says	Grimberg.	(Paulette	Goddard	was	perhaps	his	most	famous	conquest.)	Casual	as	well	as
compulsive	in	his	philandering,	he	compared	making	love	to	urinating	and	declared	he	could	well	be	a	lesbian	because	he	loved	women	so	much.	In	her	painting	Tree	of	Hope	(1946)	these	gaping	wounds	reappear,	bleeding	exhibitionistically	on	her	almost	Christlike	body,	wrapped	as	if	in	winding-sheets	and	resting	on	a	hospital	gurney.There	were
several	causes	for	the	almost	morbidly	elated	tone	of	Kahlo’s	note	to	Gómez	Arias.	(Many	of	the	strange	words	in	the	diary	are	in	arcane	languages—not	only	Sanskrit,	but	also	Nahuatl,	an	Aztec	tongue—and	even	Russian.	The	Soviet	tyrant,	who	died	not	long	before	Kahlo,	was	somehow	merged	in	her	agitated	mind	with	Rivera—and	with	her	father.
Its	ambiguous	shape	suggested	to	her	“a	strange	butterfly.	But	Frida	often	referred	to	past	events	in	the	diary,	and	sometimes	copied	old	material—such	as	the	missive	to	Jacqueline	Lamba—into	the	book.	She	lay	in	the	Mexican	hospital	for	a	year,	her	wounds	once	more	healing	badly	because	of	a	fungus	infection,	and	her	right	leg	exhibiting	early
signs	of	gangrene.	Full	of	hair,	flying	downward	very	fast.”	Her	remarkable	response	to	an	even	murkier	gray	inkblot	eloquently	reveals	Kahlo’s	longing	to	transcend	her	afflictions	with	dignity	and	grace:	“Very	pretty.	Too	bad.	By	contrast,	the	relationship	with	Diego	was,	she	insists,	an	“obsession”—a	kind	of	complicity	of	needy	souls.	Vain	to	the
finish,	she	continued	her	daily	makeup	ritual—Coty	rouge	and	powder	on	the	face,	Talika	eye	pencil	on	the	unibrow,	and	magenta	lipstick—but	her	expert	touch	failed	her,	and,	like	the	surfaces	of	her	last	canvases,	the	cosmetics	were	grotesquely	caked	and	smeared.	Perversely,	sometimes	Kahlo’s	obscure	scribblings	weave	several	lovers	together,	in
rebuslike	fashion.	Somehow,	in	the	impact,	Frida’s	clothes	had	also	been	yanked	off,	and	she	was	left	completely	nude.	”),	addressed	to	“Mi	Diego”	and	assumed	in	the	Abrams	volume	to	have	issued	directly	from	Frida,	is	in	fact	a	medleylike	pastiche	of	erotic	poems	by	her	intimate	friend	Elías	Nandino	(she	even	scrawled	the	poet’s	name	up	the	right
margin	of	the	page).	ra	villa,”	Grimberg	explains,	in	its	entirety	reads,	“mara	villa,”	a	private	pun.	In	the	diary	she	obliquely	compared	her	personal	auto-da-fé	to	that	of	the	Jews	of	the	Spanish	Inquisition.	Still	alive	today,	he	is,	as	when	Frida	knew	him,	a	peripatetic	soul—and	he	remains	infatuated	with	Frida.	Less	so	is	the	reference	to	Trotsky,	whose
birthday	fell	on	the	same	autumnal	day	as	the	revolution.	A	comparison	of	the	drawings	and	handwriting	in	the	book	with	sketches	and	letters	she	gave	him	at	the	time	bears	this	out.	In	Grimberg’s	text	Olga	Campos	recalls	that	when	she	leaned	over	to	kiss	the	corpse’s	cheek	Frida’s	mustache	hairs	bristled—for	a	moment	the	psychologist	thought	her
friend	was	still	alive.	And	her	letters	and	diary	entries	show	how	frequently	the	imprecise	Frida	made	chronological,	and	other,	slips	when	she	wrote.	“VIVA	STALIN	/	VIVA	DIEGO,”	she	wrote	on	one	diary	page.	It	is	part	of	the	Frida	myth	that	she	could	not	bring	a	child	to	term,	a	situation	which	caused	her	much	grief	and	which	became	the	subject	of
at	least	two	important	artworks	by	her.	I	am	very	happy.”	These	tender	sentiments,	however,	did	not	prevent	Frida	from	carrying	on—from	her	hospital	bed—an	affair	with	the	noted	art	collector	and	dealer	Heinz	Berggruen,	then	a	boyish	refugee	from	Nazi	Germany.	She	painted	herself	shorn	and	desexed	(she	described	herself	to	Nickolas	Muray	as
looking	like	a	“fairy”),	wearing	a	man’s	baggy	suit	capacious	enough	to	be	Diego’s—a	curious	case	of	identification	with	the	aggressor.	But,	most	pertinent	to	the	genesis	of	her	diary,	she	had	embarked	on	what	would	be	her	last	and	most	satisfying	romance	with	a	man.In	1946,	just	before	she	left	Mexico	to	see	Dr.	Wilson,	Frida	fell	in	love	with	a
beautiful	Spanish	refugee,	a	gentleman	of	great	discretion	and	a	painter	like	herself.	The	little	blonde	doll	peering	over	this	still	life,	and	alluded	to	in	the	letter,	resembles	the	elegant	Lamba.After	her	1939	return	from	Paris,	Rivera	demanded	a	divorce	from	Kahlo.	With	paintings	tucked	under	her	arm,	she	demanded	that	he	critique	her	work.	.	She
didn’t	made	[sic]	love	to	me	that	time,	I	think	on	account	of	her	weakness.	The	third	pregnancy	was	also	terminated,	quite	possibly	because	it	was	a	lover’s	child.	Rivera	sent	for	Frida,	had	her	hospitalized	in	California,	and,	as	Frida	wrote	to	a	friend,	“I	saw	Diego,	and	that	helped	more	than	anything	else.	One	day	when	he	visited	Frida	at	Cristina’s
house,	he	found	her	pasting	a	collage	of	flowers	onto	the	first	page	of	a	dark-red	leather	book,	larger	than	the	others,	with	her	initials	stamped	in	gold	on	the	cover.	“Here	you	have	these	two	guys	with	the	best	education	possible,	and	what	do	they	do	with	it?	Half	a	decade	later	Frida	even	copied	into	her	diary	a	letter	she	had	written	to	Lamba	after
departing	France.	Wells,	of	Alfred	Hitchcock’s	Rope.	Her	endemic	infirmity	was	exacerbated	by	her	bottle-a-day	brandy	habit,	chain-smoking,	and	steady	diet	of	sweets.	But	in	her	own	baroque	variation	of	the	Munchausen	disorder,	Frida	turned	her	hospital	stay	into	a	festival.	Diego	supposedly	worried	that	childbearing	would	ruin	her	delicate	health,
but,	as	Grimberg	says,	“even	if	she	were	physically	capable	of	having	a	child,	she	was	psychologically	unable.	Frida	became	pregnant	just	before	she	married	Diego,	but	she	aborted	at	three	months,	supposedly	because	of	her	twisted	pelvis.	This	is	a	classic	case	of	what	psychoanalysts	call	“negation”	and	what	Shakespeare	called	“protesting	too
much.”	Why	bring	up	“hurting,”	“bothering,”	and	“sapping”	at	all,	unless	it	is	in	fact	a	secret	wish?The	only	one	whom	she	ever	effectively	“hurt”	or	“bothered,”	of	course,	was	herself;	the	only	vital	energy	Frida	succeeded	in	sapping	was	her	own.	(This	revelation,	published	in	the	1993–94	issue	of	Jewish	Art,	is	not	mentioned	in	the	Abrams	book.)
Kahlo	had	good	reason	to	identify	with	these	wretched	victims,	for	her	final	years	added	up	to	a	Passion	of	her	own.A	1950	examination	suggested	that	in	the	1946	New	York	operation	the	wrong	vertebrae	may	have	been	fused.	They’re	dancing.”Courtesy	of	the	Center	for	the	Study	of	Political	Graphics.Rope	(1948)“From	a	Cuban	perspective,	it	is
[about]	the	corruption	of	the	ruling	class,”	says	curator	Carol	A.	Here	are	two	ballerinas	without	a	head	and	they’re	missing	a	leg	[this	was	several	years	before	the	amputation].	One	date	in	the	diary,	for	example,	first	written	as	“1933”	is	then	corrected	to	1953.	A	few	pages	after	the	one	on	which	she	pasted	the	French	postcard,	she	writes,
“Anniversary	of	the	[Russian]	Revolution	/	7th	of	November	1947	/	Tree	of	Hope	/	stand	firm!	I’ll	wait	for	you	—b.	Frida’s	affair	with	Diego	would	begin	later,	however,	for	the	course	of	her	life	was	diverted	by	a	cruel	twist	of	fate.	”	Farther	down	Kahlo	writes	the	words	“Delaware	and	Manhattan	North,”	an	allusion,	Grimberg	says,	to	the	northbound
trip	the	Spaniard	took	from	his	home	in	that	state	to	visit	his	paramour.	Frida	was	hopelessly	attracted	to	him	(she	returns	to	the	theme	constantly	in	her	diaries),	and	developed	a	special	fondness	for	his	huge	stomach,	“drawn	tight	and	smooth	as	a	sphere,”	she	wrote,	and	for	“the	sensitivity”	of	his	pendulous,	porcine	breasts.Frida	altered	her
persona	to	please	Diego,	painting	works	influenced	by	indigenous	Mexican	art,	dressing	in	the	colorful,	feminine	costumes	of	the	Tehuantepec	peninsula,	and	arranging	her	long,	black	tresses	in	Indian-inspired	styles.	.”	she	wrote.The	diary	is	conventionally	understood	to	have	originated	in	1944—that	date,	it	is	true,	appears	on	one	page.	During	her
convalescence	she	bombarded	Gómez	Arias	with	lovelorn	letters,	and	took	up	painting.	Kahlo’s	injured	spinal	column	was	already	metaphoric	proof	that	she	was	indeed	“rotten	at	the	core.”	But,	unlike	her	backbone,	the	stump	was	an	outwardly	visible	sign	of	her	defectiveness.	What	is	more,	several	of	the	diary’s	more	mysterious	entries,	once
deciphered,	clearly	refer	to	the	Spaniard,	whom	she	saw	until	1952	(the	affair	ended	because	he	needed	to	travel	and	she	was	incapacitated).	Rivera”).	As	art	historian	Sarah	Lowe	says,	“Enough	was	enough.”	Many	factors,	the	diary	not	least	among	them,	support	this	theory.	As	Grimberg	astutely	points	out,	Kahlo	clearly	had	difficulty	being	alone.
After	the	cremation,	when	Frida’s	ashes	slid	back	out	on	a	cart	from	the	oven	doors,	Rivera,	some	witnesses	claim,	scooped	up	a	handful	and	ate	them.With	her	diaries	now	bared	to	the	world,	what,	finally,	can	we	make	of	Frida,	the	Ancient	Concealer?	The	Spaniard’s	nickname	for	Frida	was	“Mara”—in	Hindu	mysticism,	the	temptress	who	entices	the
soul	through	the	senses.	The	operation	filled	her	with	an	eerie	euphoria.	(Diego,	naturally,	is	mentioned	far	more	frequently;	she,	as	always,	is	her	own	main	subject.)	Of	particular	interest,	as	far	as	the	Spanish	lover	goes,	is	a	page,	partially	obscured	by	a	naughty	French	postcard,	where	fragmentary	words	are	still	legible	on	the	right.	She	had	lost
her	will	to	live.”Though	she	painted,	mostly	still	lifes,	whenever	she	had	the	strength,	and,	if	the	occasion	warranted,	could	summon	up	her	diabolical	humor	(in	a	quarrel	with	Dolores	Del	Rio,	she	announced,	“I	will	send	her	my	leg	on	a	silver	tray	as	an	act	of	vengeance”),	she	tried	several	times	to	kill	herself	by	hanging	or	overdose.	Her	spinal
column	and	pelvis	were	each	broken	in	three	places;	her	collarbone	and	two	ribs	broke	as	well.	(Rivera	eventually	paid	a	creepy	price	for	his	priapism;	in	his	60s	he	was	diagnosed	with	cancer	of	the	penis.)	Devastated,	Frida	began	painting	herself	wounded	and	bleeding.	Twenty-one	years	older,	200	pounds	heavier,	and,	at	more	than	six	feet,	nearly
12	inches	taller	than	she,	Rivera	was	gargantuan	in	both	scale	and	appetites.	The	incorrigible	egomaniac	Rivera	wrote	in	his	autobiography,	“Following	the	loss	of	her	leg,	Frida	became	deeply	depressed.	He	recalls	that	Cristina	Kahlo	was	in	the	habit	of	buying	little	notebooks—for	addresses,	accounts,	etc.—for	her	sister	from	a	stationery	store	in
Coyoacán.	Her	features	coarsened	and	thickened,	giving	her	countenance,	in	the	past	compared	to	an	effeminate	boy’s,	a	distinctly	masculine	cast.In	her	delirious	despair,	Frida	became	an	ardent	Stalinist.	But	Grimberg	has	discovered	that	Kahlo	very	quietly	had	been	keeping	up	with	her	husband	all	along.	Her	second	pregnancy	ended	in	a
miscarriage—though	she	had	in	fact	tried	to	induce	an	abortion	by	ingesting	quinine.	Once	there,	he	retaliated	by	having	an	affair	with	her	sister	Cristina.	/	.	Her	last	known	painting	is	an	unfinished	likeness	of	the	Russian	leader.	Was	she	victim,	martyr,	manipulator—or	even	a	great	artist?	This	package	broke,	and	the	gold	fell	all	over	the	bleeding
body	of	Frida.”	Kahlo	was	hospitalized	for	a	month	(her	mother	visited	only	twice),	and	then	sent	home	to	recuperate.	(Kahlo	also	did	not	miss	the	opportunity	to	seduce	Trotsky’s	secretary,	Jean	van	Heijenoort.)	Friends	recall	that	long	after	Trotsky’s	assassination	Kahlo	delighted	in	driving	Rivera	into	a	rage	by	humiliating	him	with	the	memory	of	her
affair	with	the	great	Communist.	Well	that’s	all	I	can	tell	you	until	now.”Homesick	in	the	United	States,	Frida	persuaded	the	reluctant	Rivera	to	return	to	Mexico.	But	by	no	means	is	this	to	say	that	he	was	the	only	lover	referred	to	in	the	book	or	its	sole	subject.	She	created	her	first	self-portrait,	a	gift	for	her	lukewarm	beau,	as	a	way	to	force	him	to
think	of	her	and	look	at	her.	Beginning	a	pattern	that	would	recur	with	the	30-odd	operations	performed	on	her	in	the	course	of	her	beleaguered	life,	Frida	ended	her	bed	rest	prematurely	and	healed	poorly.Around	1927,	through	mutual	Communist	acquaintances,	she	remet	Diego	Rivera.	“There’s	always	an	underlying	theme	in	the	diary,”	Grimberg
says.	She	also	was	receiving	huge	doses	of	morphine,	which	left	her	addicted	to	painkillers	for	the	rest	of	her	life.	burst	into	a	thousand	pieces.”	Trapped	under	the	trolley,	Gómez	Arias	sustained	comparatively	few	injuries.	(Paulette	Goddard	had	by	then	moved	across	the	street	from	Diego’s	studio.)	Kahlo	mourned	the	separation	by	cutting	her	hair	as
she	had	during	the	Cristina	affair.	The	recollection	of	her	Spanish	lover,	who	met	Frida	that	year,	is,	however,	certain	proof	of	the	1946	dating.	(In	contrast,	Rivera	boasted	to	anyone	who	would	listen	of	her	flings	with	women.)	Her	brief	liaison	with	Leon	Trotsky—whom	Rivera,	with	his	potent	political	pull,	had	helped	bring	to	Mexico	in	1937—
infuriated	him	most.	In	an	old	cigar	box	he	preserves	a	relic	of	their	love,	a	huipil,	the	loose	Mexican	blouse	Frida	often	wore.	Some	of	these	verses	he	later	published	in	the	collection	Poems	in	Loneliness,	dedicated	to	Kahlo.Inevitably,	Frida’s	profound	ambivalence	about	her	inordinate	emotional	dependence	on	Diego	bubbles	to	the	surface,	along
with	all	the	other	flotsam	and	jetsam	streaming	from	her	unconscious.	Grimberg	has	found	a	letter	among	the	papers	of	the	handsome,	womanizing	photographer	Nickolas	Muray	(whom	Kahlo	probably	met	through	the	Mexican-born	Vanity	Fair	contributor	Miguel	Covarrubias)	which	proves	that	Frida	and	he	had	begun	their	passionate	affair	as	early
as	May	of	1931.Kahlo	tried	to	conceal	her	heterosexual	liaisons	from	Rivera—not	so	difficult	after	they	moved	into	his-and-hers	houses,	adjacent	residences	connected	by	a	bridge.	Even	more	freakish,	Gómez	Arias	recalled,	“someone	in	the	bus,	probably	a	housepainter,	had	been	carrying	a	packet	of	powdered	gold.	Like	Christ	with	Saint	Thomas,
Frida	exhorted	her	guests	to	look	at	her	oozing	sore,	and	when	doctors	drained	it,	Hayden	Herrera	wrote,	she	would	“exclaim	over	the	beautiful	shade	of	green.”	After	her	release,	the	exhibitionism	of	Kahlo’s	illness	reached	a	bizarre	apogee	when,	warned	against	attending	the	opening	of	her	first	Mexican	one-person	show,	at	the	Galería	Arte
Contemporáneo,	she	was	ceremoniously	brought	in	on	a	stretcher	and	installed	in	the	room	on	her	four-poster	bed	as	a	live	display.Whatever	warped	satisfaction	Kahlo	had	habitually	derived	from	illness	and	operations	was	unavailable	to	her	when	she	underwent	the	most	drastic	of	her	30-odd	procedures	(Kahlo	had	at	least	as	many	doctors	as	lovers)
in	August	1953—the	amputation	of	her	right	leg.	I	don’t	want	anything	to	hurt	him.	But	Frida,	probably	destabilized	by	her	bad	leg,	was	pierced	by	the	trolley’s	metal	handrail,	which	entered	her	lower	body	on	the	left	side	and	exited	through	her	vagina,	tearing	its	left	lip.	In	the	1940s,	she	also	embarked	on	the	series	of	arresting	self-portraits	that
have	seared	her	features	so	indelibly	into	the	public’s	imagination.	I	will	marry	Diego	again.	Yet,	in	spite	of	her	congenitally	underdeveloped	ovaries,	she	was	still	able	to	conceive.	Says	Herrera,	“Remember,	Frida’s	motto	was	‘Make	love,	take	a	bath,	make	love	again.’	”	Nonetheless,	the	couple	re-wed	in	San	Francisco	on	Diego’s	54th	birthday,
returned	to	Mexico,	and	set	up	housekeeping	in	Kahlo’s	childhood	Coyoacán	home.In	1946,	having	consulted	numerous	Mexican	doctors,	she	elected	to	undergo	major	surgical	intervention	on	her	spinal	column	in	New	York.	Water	from	heaven,	the	dampness	of	you.	Diego	took	a	room	next	to	hers,	and	doctors	noted	that	on	those	rare	occasions	when
he	was	attentive	her	pains	disappeared.	But	even	in	her	livelier	moments,	she	was	doped	up	on	Demerol;	between	the	scabs	from	previous	injections	and	her	surgeries,	it	was	impossible	to	find	a	virgin	spot	of	skin	in	which	to	insert	a	needle.	It	would	have	stood	in	the	way	of	her	bond	with	Diego,”	whom	she	babied	to	the	point	of	filling	his	tub	with
toys	while	she	bathed	him.Throughout	the	early	30s,	Kahlo	traveled	with	Diego	to	San	Francisco,	Detroit,	and	New	York	while	he	worked	for	American	capitalists	on	large	commissions	with	leftist	themes.	Says	the	psychologist	Dr.	James	Bridger	Harris,	who	interpreted	the	Rorschach	tests	administered	by	Olga	Campos,	“It	is	Kahlo’s	heroic	battle	in
the	face	of	feeling	defective,	deformed,	and	unloved	that	everyone	taps	into.”	Frida	projected	onto	one	of	these	Rorschach	cards	a	poignant,	metaphoric	description	of	herself.	Left	to	her	own	devices,	she	often	summoned	up	the	name	or	image	of	Diego	to	allay	her	interior	sense	of	disorder.	“Nobody	will	ever	know	how	much	I	love	Diego.	“You	just
need	to	find	it.”Another	coded	reference	to	her	clandestine	lover	appears	on	a	page	which	begins	with	“September	at	night.	Kahlo,	meanwhile,	with	Rivera’s	proud	encouragement,	developed	her	craft,	honed	her	engagingly	sassy	persona,	and	made	important	contacts	in	the	social	and	art	worlds—from	the	Rockefellers	and	Louise	Nevelson	(with
whom	Diego	probably	had	an	affair)	to	that	other	amazon	of	art	history,	Georgia	O’Keeffe.	Kahlo’s	back	was	thus	reopened	and	another	fusion	was	performed,	this	time	with	a	donor	graft.	Her	letters	show	how	intertwined	her	anguish	over	Gómez	Arias’s	waning	attentions	was	with	her	physical	suffering.	nothing	to	bother	him	or	to	sap	the	energy	that
he	needs	to	live,”	she	writes	on	another	leaf.

He	cites	Edward	Hopper,	M.	C.	Escher—the	Dutch	Master,	Frida	Kahlo,	Tamara	de	Lempicka,	Thomas	Hart	Benton,	and	the	exciting,	vibrant	forms	of	African	art	as	some	of	his	strongest	influences."	Williams'	work	is	included	at	the	Schomburg	Center	for	Research	in	Black	Culture	in	New	York,	and	the	American	Jazz	Museum	in	Kansas	City,	Missouri.
Game	Trade	Magazine,	the	monthly	publication	of	Alliance	Game	Distributors,	is	your	guide	to	what's	new	in	the	worlds	of	gaming!	With	articles	on	new	and	upcoming	games,	previews,	reviews,	game-related	comics	and	fiction,	self-contained	mini-games	or	game	modules,	plus	product	information	on	upcoming	game	releases,	Game	Trade	Magazine	is
your	essential	guide	to	…
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